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UNIT-V

Signals and symbols



Don’t have to read the language

Categorize meanings 

Internationally recognizable

Takes up less space

Speed to interpret

Saves lives

Reduces

accidents
Why do we use 

Symbols, Signs and 

Labels?



Not misleading

Informative

Bold

Simple

Clear

The right position

What makes a 

Good Symbol, Sign

or Label?



What is the 

difference between 

a Symbol, a Sign and 

a Label?



Symbols

• Represent an event, an 

object or an activity

• Illustration 

• A graphically reduced form

Pictograms Ideogram

• Abstract symbol

• Conveys a feeling, a 

movement or an idea 

• Not instantly recognizable



Why Symbols, Signs 

and Labels 

sometimes 

don’t work.





Can signs be misinterpreted?



Can signs be misinterpreted?



STOP READY GO

TRAFFIC SIGNAL



TIME CONCEPT









Minitues Needle

Hours Needle





Hours 

Minutes






