
CASE STUDIES RELATED TO COASTAL MARINE CONSERVATION SCIENCE 
AND POLICY WITH REFERENCE TO INDIAN MARITIME STATES 

Coastal and marine ecosystems are among the most productive ecosystems in the world, provide many services

to human society and are of great economic value (UNEP, 2006).

The services include provision of food and water resources, and raw materials like sand, and other high-value

heavy minerals like ilmenite, zircon, monazite etc., which are collected from beach sand.

They also provide regulating and cultural services, like storm protection, erosion control, tourism and support

functions such as climate regulation, water balance, flood control, waste management etc.

According to some estimates, the oceans and coastal biomes may provide as much as, two-thirds of the ecosystem
services that make up the planet’s natural capital (TEEB, 2010).
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